
Pathways and Ofsted 

Parkside School and Pathways College were inspected by Ofsted on 22nd March  2016. They were graded 

outstanding in all areas with no weaknesses.   

 

A full copy of the report and previous reports can be obtained from either the Parkside or Pathways site, 

or on the Ofsted website: 

http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/inspection-reports/ 
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Welcome to Pathways College. 

Pathways College is a Post 16 provision for students with learning difficulties. It is based on the site of 

the Hewett School in Norwich. The objective of the college is to provide support in the transition from 

school (key stage 4) to colleges such as Easton, Norwich City and Yarmouth.  The provision is for one 

year. Students will work on key targets to enable them to become more independent and confident 

when they make the step into their next college / further education placement. 

 

Visiting the College 

If you would like to visit the college please call 07824 730507. 

An appointment with the Co-ordinator or Teaching Assistants can be made to answer specific questions 

or help with any problems.  

Applying to the College  

There are currently twelve places allocated by the Local Education Authority at Pathways College. 

Students are identified  as part of the transition process in school. The provision is appropriate for 

students for whom the move to a large college would be difficult.  

Personal targets 

Each student’s needs are very different. If there are particular targets that you wish we could work on in 

terms of their independence, please let us know. For example, it may be that you would like your child to 

go to the cinema. We can include specific targets in their Pathways curriculum. 

 

Transitioning  

Pathways College commissions the services of local colleges such as Easton College and City College to 

enable the transition to the next stage of the students’ education to be smooth. We start the process in 

the first term, initially becoming familiar with the college sites. The students receive some lessons in the 

college that they wish to attend after Pathways. Decisions about each student’s next step after Pathways 

need to be made in the Autumn term, preferably by the end of November. 



The courses offered at Pathways College are unaccredited on 

the Qualifications Credit Framework. Students will have 

gained significant accreditation for courses during their time 

at school, and will continue to do so at College. Whilst at 

Pathways, our focus is therefore the students’ independence 

skills.  

Physical Exercise 

Students at the college have opportunities to participate in regular sports and leisure activities, such as 

table football, dance, team games and fitness sessions. They also have one hour per week of swimming.  

We use the Hewett School pool for swimming lessons.  

Progression and Reporting 

We identify key targets that are relevant to each student’s pathway at the start of the Autumn term. 

There are targets in Independent Living, Maths, Literacy and Social Interaction.  These targets are  revised 

and updated as necessary for each individual. The targets are published in a password protected page of 

the college website so parent/carers can keep track of their progress. 

Staff 

There are presently four core members of staff at Pathways College : 

Ms Daniels Mrs Shaw Miss Wilson  Mr Alderton 

Teacher, Co-ordinator                    HLTA                                      HLTA                                        HLTA 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parkside Subject specialists in English, Maths, PE and PSHE also teach lessons at the college. 

The Site 

The college site comprises a modern kitchen dining area where students prepare meals. There is a large 

classroom with a suite of 10 computers, a quiet room / resource area where students may choose to 

work in smaller groups or individually, a recreation area with comfortable sofas, a multimedia console, 

magazines and games, a toilet and hygiene area and a large fully enclosed garden. We also have use 

some of the  Hewett school facilities such as the swimming pool and playing fields.   

Each student is issued with a college lanyard with a photographic ID card and contact details as well as a 

wrist band that clearly identifies them as a Pathways College student. 



Statement of Special Need and Annual Reviews 

Whilst the student attends Pathways College, the Education Health and Care plan will remain in place, 

and we will host an annual EHCP  meeting in the Autumn term. 

 

College Day 

The times of the day will be as follows: 

8.45 – 3.15 Monday to Friday    

Buses: drop off 8.35 – 9.00, collect  2.55 – 3.15 

Transport 

The Local Education Authority will assess the ability of an individual in accessing public transport to and 

from the college. If they assess the student as being unable to access public transport safely, they will 

organise a taxi. There is no provision for the student to have an escort, unless in exceptional 

circumstances. Please note that if a student is successful in applying for transport to and from college, 

parents are liable to pay a sum towards the cost. Your EHCP Co-ordinator can advise further on this 

matter.   

Lunch 

Students at Pathways College prepare their own 

lunches in the college kitchen.  One day a week the 

students help to prepare a hot lunch. We ask 

students to bring in a sum of money each week 

(£10.00), so that they can buy ingredients to prepare 

their own meals as part of their independence work. 

If you are in receipt of free school meals this cost will 

be covered by the college. 

Mobile phones 

We teach independence skills including using technology such as a mobile 

phone. We provide mobile phones if necessary, but we encourage pupils to 

bring their own, so that they are not confused by using unfamiliar 

technology. We suggest that if you are considering purchasing a mobile for 

your son / daughter that you consider buying one that will cater for their 

specific needs. We can provide advice if necessary in this respect.  We 

encourage students to take responsibility for their own possessions. 

The Curriculum 

The key aim of the college is to prepare students for their next move to a larger college or further 

education placement. The main focus of the curriculum is Personal, Social, Health and Independence 

Skills. Students continue to work on their key skills in Maths, English and ICT, as well as Spiritual Social 

Moral and Cultural development, PE, Swimming, Current Affairs and Expressive Arts. The college 

commissions the services of outside agencies to work on specific areas of the curriculum such as Music 

and Media.  

Our Independence curriculum is based on the ASDAN Towards Independence Award Programme. We 

currently complete modules in Independent Living and Out in the Community. 

One day a week the students either gain work experience in the White Lion Café or work towards the 

TITAN certificates in independent travel.  


